
Spanish 660

Autumn, 2006

TR, 3:30-5:18


Senior Seminar in Hispanic Culture


Topic:


Central-American Narratives: Memory and Disenchantment

Ileana Rodriguez (rodriguez.89@osu.edu)

244 Hagerty Hall

Phone: (614-) 292-8858

Office Hours: TR, 2:15-3:15 or by appointment.

Description of the Course:

In this course we are going to read the most recent Central American literary works.  All these novels of Central American writers were written in different cultural environments, some in the United States, others in Europe, and others in Africa.

Objectives of the Course:

The objective of the course is the retrospective construction of an imaginary country, of a past struggle, and of a subject living in an emptiness whose roots are found in circumstances that no longer exist.  The theme of the course is the relationship between memory and disenchantment.  The question is: what is disenchantment? How does a national self re-articulate itself as an immigrant in the face of disenchantment?  How and what does he or she remember?  What are the new circumstances that influence this remembering of being and of one(s country or original struggle?  

Course Texts:

a.  Theoretical Texts (on electronic reserve)

Norbert Lechner, (A Disenchantment called Postmodernism.(
Martin Hopenhayn, (What is left positive from negative thought?: A Latin American perspective.(
b.  Novels for sale at SBX:

1.  David Hernández.  Berlin: Años Guanacos.   (El Salvador)

2.   Arturo Arias.  Sopa de Caracol.  (Guatemala)

3.  Rodrigo Rey Rosa   Que me maten, si . . . (Guatemala)

4.  Gioconda Belli.  El país bajo mi piel.  (Nicaragua) 

5.  Gloria Guardia.  Lobos al anochecer.  (Panama)

Criteria for Grading
a.  Weekly summaries of textual readings: 20%

Send via e-mail the day before the class when the text will be discussed.  Your text will be the basis of the discussion.  These summaries include a) an abstract of the text; b) the main argument of the text; c) its fundamental ideas; d) your own reactions and questions about the text.    

b.   Presentations on the historical background of the novels: 25%

This is a research project which is the responsibility of each student and that refers to the principal information of the country where the novel is set in order to frame its cultural, geographic, political, social and historical meaning.       

c.  Final Project.  55%

A comparative analysis of 3 works read in class.  12-15 pages.

WARNINGS:

(to complete the work does not guarantee that one will receive the highest grade.  Rather, it means that one has fulfilled a responsibility.  To receive the highest grade, one must submit a project that is rigorous, well thought out and well done.  

-unjustified absences will lower the grade by one point.

-homework turned in late will lower the grade by one point.

Academic Misconduct:

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or estabolish procedures for the investigation of all resported cases of student academic misconduct.  The term (academic misconduct( includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.  Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).
Students with Disabilities: 

Any student who feels s/he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss your specific needs. Please contact the Office for Disability Services at 614‑292‑3307 in room 150 Pomerene Hall to coordinate reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities.

Week 1

Sept. 21

Introduction to the course

Week 2

Sept. 26, 28

Theme: Let(s define disenchantment.

Reading: Norbert Lechner, (A Disenchantment Called Postmodernism.(
Week 3

Oct. 3, 5

Theme: The positive and the negative of thought

Reading: Martin Hopenhayn, (What is Left Positive from Negative Thought?: A Latin American Perspective( (photocopy)

Weeks 4-5

Oct. 10-19 

Theme: Globalization: History and Fiction

Reading: Gloria Guardia, Lobos al anochecer.  (Panama)

Week 6

Oct. 24, 26

Individual meetings with the professor in order to discuss the final project and the grade achieved in the course so far.

Week 7

Oct. 31, Nov 2
Theme: Post-insurgency and the post-militant subject

Reading: Arturo Arias, Sopa de caracol (Guatemala) 

Week 8

Nov. 7, 9

Theme: The Feminine post-

Reading: Gioconda Belli, El país bajo mi piel (Nicaragua)

Week 9

Nov. 14-16

Theme: Transnational Memories

Reading: Rodrigo Rey Rosa, Que me maten, si . . . (Guatemala)

Week 10


Nov 21, 23

Theme: Politics and Work

Reading: David Hernandez, Berlín: años guanacos (El Salvador)

Week 11

Nov. 28, 30 

Theme: Politics and Work

Reading: David Hernandez, Berlín: años guanacos (El Salvador)

Dec. 4


Submit final projects

